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talks back on track and to involve as many par-
ties as possible. In terms of what I will tell
Prime Minister Rabin when he comes back, I
won’t say anything I haven’t said in public about
the deportee issue or anything else. We are
working together. I feel comfortable and con-
fident that he very much wants the peace proc-
ess back on track, and I will support that.

Civil Aircraft Agreement
Q. What specific revisions do you want in

the agreement on civil aircraft? And are you
prepared to abrogate last year’s agreement?

President Clinton. No, no, absolutely not. I
think to some extent my remarks in that regard
have been misunderstood, and they may be my
fault. I support last year’s agreement. The point
I was trying to make is this: The United States
had a big lead in civilian aircraft. Arguably, it
was contributed to by the massive investments
we made in defense and the spinoff benefits.
That was always the European argument for
their own direct subsidies in the airbus program,
that we had indirectly done the same thing
through defense.

It costs a great deal of money to develop
new aircraft, to break into new markets, and
to go forward. The argument I was trying to
make to the Boeing workers last week, and I
will restate it here, is that the adversity they
have suffered in the market is through no fault
of their own. That is, they have not failed by
being unproductive or lazy or asking for too
much but that Europe was able to penetrate

this market because of the airbus policy. And
the blame I placed was on our Government
for not responding, not Europe’s for trying to
get in. That was their right; it was legal under
international law, and they did it. Now, we
chose instead to try to convince them to stop
doing as much as they were doing, which pro-
duced the agreement to which you just alluded.
I strongly support that agreement. I do not want
it abrogated; I want it enforced.

My policy now on this—and I don’t want to
prejudge the work that the commission we’re
about to appoint—Congress is going to pass a
bill in the next few days—we’re going to appoint
a commission on the future of our commercial
airlines company and our airline manufacturers.
I don’t want to prejudge that, but my policy
basically has two points: Number one, the agree-
ment must be honored and strictly adhered to.
And, number two, the agreement leaves the
United States as well as Europe the opportunity
to significantly invest in the development of new
technologies for new generations of aircraft, and
we have to take that opportunity in order to
be competitive. And I appreciate your asking
the question because it gives me the opportunity
to clarify my position.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s fifth news conference
began at 12:20 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. President Mitterrand spoke in French,
and his remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Nuclear Cooperation With EURATOM
March 9, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
The United States has been engaged in nu-

clear cooperation with the European Commu-
nity for many years. This cooperation was initi-
ated under agreements that were concluded
over 3 decades ago between the United States
and the European Atomic Energy Community
(EURATOM) and that extend until December
31, 1995. Since the inception of this coopera-
tion, the Community has adhered to all its obli-
gations under those agreements.

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978
amended the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 to

establish new nuclear export criteria, including
a requirement that the United States have a
right to consent to the reprocessing of fuel ex-
ported from the United States. Our present
agreements for cooperation with EURATOM do
not contain such a right. To avoid disrupting
cooperation with EURATOM, a proviso was in-
cluded in the law to enable continued coopera-
tion until March 10, 1980, if EURATOM agreed
to negotiations concerning our cooperation
agreements. EURATOM agreed in 1978 to such
negotiations.

The law also provides that nuclear cooperation
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with EURATOM can be extended on an annual
basis after March 10, 1980, upon determination
by the President that failure to cooperate would
be seriously prejudicial to the achievement of
U.S. non-proliferation objectives or otherwise
jeopardize the common defense and security and
after notification to the Congress. President
Carter made such a determination 13 years ago
and signed Executive Order No. 12193, permit-
ting nuclear cooperation with EURATOM to
continue until March 10, 1981. President
Reagan made such determinations in 1981,
1982, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1987, and 1988,
and signed Executive Orders Nos. 12295, 12351,
12409, 12463, 12506, 12554, 12587, and 12629
permitting nuclear cooperation to continue
through March 10, 1989. President Bush made
such determinations in 1989, 1990, 1991, and
1992, and signed Executive Orders Nos. 12670,
12706, 12753, and 12791 permitting nuclear co-
operation to continue through March 10, 1993.

In addition to numerous informal contacts,
the United States has engaged in frequent talks
with EURATOM regarding the renegotiation of
the U.S.-EURATOM agreements for coopera-
tion. Talks were conducted in November 1978,
September 1979, April 1980, January 1982, No-
vember 1983, March 1984, May, September,
and November 1985, April and July 1986, Sep-
tember 1987, September and November 1988,
July and December 1989, February, April, Octo-
ber, and December 1990, and September 1991.

Formal negotiations on a new agreement were
held in April, September, and December 1992
and are expected to continue this year.

I believe that it is essential that cooperation
between the United States and the Community
continue, and likewise, that we work closely with
our allies to counter the threat of proliferation
of nuclear explosives. Not only would a disrup-
tion of nuclear cooperation with EURATOM
eliminate any chance of progress in our negotia-
tions with that organization related to our agree-
ments, it would also cause serious problems in
our overall relationships. Accordingly, I have de-
termined that failure to continue peaceful nu-
clear cooperation with EURATOM would be se-
riously prejudicial to the achievement of U.S.
non-proliferation objectives and would jeopard-
ize the common defense and security of the
United States. I therefore intend to sign an Ex-
ecutive order to extend the waiver of the appli-
cation of the relevant export criterion of the
Atomic Energy Act for an additional 12 months
from March 10, 1993.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
Executive order is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Nomination for Posts at the Departments of Agriculture, Education, and
Housing and Urban Development
March 9, 1993

The President made eight senior personnel
announcements today, expressing his intention
to nominate a group of experts from around
the country to posts at the Departments of Agri-
culture, Education, and Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

Named today were the following:

Department of Agriculture
James Gilliland, General Counsel
James Lyons, Assistant Secretary (Natural Re-

sources and Environment)
Bob Nash, Under Secretary for Small Com-

munity and Rural Development

Department of Education
Judith Heumann, Assistant Secretary for Spe-

cial Education and Rehabilitative Services
Dr. Augusta Kappner, Assistant Secretary for

Vocational and Adult Education
Dr. Thomas Payzant, Assistant Secretary for

Elementary and Secondary Education
Dr. Marshall Smith, Under Secretary

Department of Housing and Urban Development
Nicolas Retsinas, Assistant Secretary (Federal

Housing Commission)
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